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READING CYCLE THREE (from “A Guide to Good Bible Reading” p. vii)
FOLLOWING THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR'SINTENT AT THE PARAGRAPH LEVEL

This is a study guidecommentary, which means tha you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. Y ou, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit are priority in
interpretation. You must not relinquish this to a commentator.

Read the chapter in one dtting. Identify thesubjects. Compare your subject divisionswith thefive modern
translations. Paragraphing is not inspired, butit is the key to following the original author’sintent, whichis
the heart of interpretation. Every paragraph has one and only one main subject.

1. First paragraph

2. Second paragraph

3. Third paragraph

4. Etc.

* Although they are not inspired, paragraph divisionsarethekey to understanding and following the original author'sintent. Each
modern trandation has divided and summarized the paragraphs. Every paragraph has one centra topic, truth, or thought. Each version
encapsulates that topic in itsown distinct way. Asyou read the text, ask yourself which tranglation fits your understanding of the subject and
verse divisions.

In every chapter we must read the Biblefirst and try toidentify its subjects (paragraphs), then compare our understanding with the modern
versions. Only when weunderstand the original author'sintent by following hislogic and presentation can we truly understand theBible. Only
the original author is inspired—readers haveno right to change or modify the message. Bible readers do have the responsibility of applying
the inspired truth to their day and their lives.

Notethat all technical terms and abbreviations areexplained fully in Appendices One, Two, and Three.



WORD AND PHRASE STUDY

NASB

(UPDATED) TEXT: 1:1

'Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus accor ding to the commandment of God our Savior, and of Christ
Jesus, who isour hope,

1:1“Paul” ThisisaGreek name meaning “little.” Most Jewish families of the diaspora (Paul was from

Tarsus

of Cilicia) named their children with a Jewish name and a Greek name. Before Acts 13:13 heis

called Saul (“asked”). Thisisthe name of the first Hebrew king from the tribe of Benjamin (aswas Paul
cf. Acts 13:21; Rom. 11:1; Phil. 3:5). In Acts 13:13, “Saul” suddenly changes to “Paul.”
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apostle” Thisis one of two common Greek words for “send.” This term has several theological

. therabbisused it as one called and sent as an official representative of another, something likeour

English “ambassador” (cf. Il Cor. 5:20).
the Gospels often use this term of Jesus being sent by the Father. In John the term takes on
Messianic overtones (cf. John 4:34; 5:24,30,36,37,38; 6:29,38,39,40,57; 7:29; 8:42; 10:36; 11:42;
17:3,8,18,21,23,25; 20:21)
it isused of Jesus sending believers (cf. John 17:18; 20:21)
a. theorigina twelveinner circle of disciples (cf. Acts 1:21-22)
b. aspecia group of Apostolic helpers and co-workers
(1) Barnabas (cf. Acts 14:4,14)
(2) Andronicus and Junias (KJV, Junia, cf. Rom. 16:7)
(3) Apollos (cf. | Cor. 4:6-9)
(4) Jamesthe Lord's brother (cf. Gal. 1:19)
(5) Silvanus and Timothy (cf. | Thess. 2:6)
(6) possibly Titus (cf. Il Cor. 8:23)
(7) possibly Epaphroditus (cf. Phil. 2:25)
an ongoing gift in the church (cf. Eph. 4:11)
Paul usesthistitlefor hmself in most of hisletters asaway of asserting his God-given authority as
Christ’ srepresentative (cf. | Cor. 1:1; Il Cor. 1:1; Eph. 1:1; Col. 1:1; Il Tim. 1:1). Eveninapersona
letter like | Timothy, this authority isimportant
a. hisauthority gave Timothy authority
b. heiscombating false teachers
c. theletter was obviously read to the entire church.

¥ “of Christ Jesus’ Theseterms are part of the fuller title “the Lord Jesus Christ.” These three titles all
have individua significance.

2.

3.

“Christ” isthe Greek transl ation of the Hebrew Messiah (Anointed One). It assatsJesus OT status
as God'’ s promised one sent to set up thenew age of righteousness.

“Jesus’ isthe name given tothe baby in Bethlehem by the angel (cf. Matt. 1:21). It is made up of
two Hebrew nouns: “YHWH,” the covenant name for deity, and “salvation” (cf. Exod. 3:14). Itis
the same Hebrew name as Joshua. When used aone it often identifies the man, Jesus of Nazareth,
son of Mary (ex. Matt. 1:16, 25; 2:1; 3:13,15,16).

“Lord” (used in 1:1in KJV) is the translation of the Hebrew term adon, which meant “owner,
husband, master, or lord.” The Jewsbecameafraid of pronouncing the sacred nameY HWH lest they
takeit invain and break one of the Ten Commandments. Whenever they read the Scriptures, they
substituted Adon for YHWH. Thisiswhy our English translationsuseall capitdsLorp for Y HWH
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inthe OT. By transferring thistitle (kuriosin Greek) to Jesus, the NT authors assert His deity and
equality with the Father (this same thing is done by the grammar of v. 2 with one PREPOSITION
referring to God the Father and Jesus the Son, cf. | Thess. 1:1; Il Thess. 1:1,2).

¥ “according to the commandment of God our Savior” Thisisanother literary way of asserting Paul’s
apostolicauthority. Paul’ sministry wasthe“will of God” (cf. Il Tim. 1:1) and *the commandment of God”
(cf. Titus 1:3). This probably refersto Paul’s call on the road to Damascus and the information reveded
through Ananias (cf. Acts 9:1-22; 22:3-16; 26:9-18). Paul did not volunteer!

¥ “God our Savior” Thisisan OT titlefor YHWH'scareand deliverance of Israel (d. Isa. 19:20; 43:3,11;
45:15,21; 49:26; 60:16; 63:8), especially through the coming Suffering Servant (cf. Isa. 52:13-53:12). This
titleis used of God the Father in Titus 1:3; 2:10 and 3:4 and of God the Son, Jesus, in Titus 1:4; 2:13 and
3:6. Thisisanother way of theologically linking the Father and the Son.

Thiswasoneof the NT titlesfor Y HWH which was used of Caesar. The Caesars of Paul’ sday daimed
tobe“Lord,” “Savior,” even“divine.” Christiansreserved thesetitlesuniquelyfor Jesusand because of this
they were seen astraitors and were persecuted and died by the thousands in thefirst and second centuries.

¥ “and of Christ Jesusour hope”’ Paul often usesthistermin several related senses. Oftenitisassociated
with the consummation of the believer’sfaith (cf. | Tim. 1:1). Thiscan be expressed as glory, eternal life,
ultimate salvation, Second Coming, etc. The consummation is certain, but the time element is future and
unknown.

the Second Coming (cf. Gal. 5:5; Eph. 1:18; 4:4; Titus 2:13)

Jesusisour hope (cf. | Tim. 1:1)

the believer to be presented to God (cf. Col. 1:22-23; | Thess. 2:19)

hope laid up in heaven (cf. Cal. 1:5)

ultimate salvation (cf. | Thess. 4:13)

the glory of God (cf. Rom. 5:2; 11 cor. 3:12; Col. 1:27)

assurance of salvation (cf. | Thess. 5:8-9)

eterna life (cf. Titus 1.2; 3:7)

redemption of all creation (cf. Rom. 8:20-22)

10. adoption’s consummation (cf. Rom. 8:23-25)

11. atitlefor God (cf. Rom. 15:13)

12. OT guidefor NT believers (cf. Rom. 15:4)

CoNOOO~®WNE

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 1:2

*To Timothy, my true child in thefaith: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ
Jesusour Lord.

1:2“ToTimothy” The Pastoral Lettersfollow thetypical Greek letter form: (1) from whom; (2) to whom;
and (3) a prayer/wish.

SPECIAL TOPIC: TIMOTHY
A. His name means “one who honors God.”

B. He was the child of a Jewish mother and a Greek father and lived in Lystra (cf. Acts 16:1). The
Latintranglation of Origen’ scommentary on Rom. 16:21 says Timothy wasacitizen of Derbe This
is possibly from Acts 20:4.




Hewasinstructed in the Jewish faith (or Christian faith) by his mother and grandmother (cf. 11 Tim.
1.5; 3:14-15).
He trusted Christ during Paul’ s first missionary journey (cf. Acts 17:49-14:25).

He was asked to join Paul and Silas' missionary team on the second journey (cf. Acts 16:1-5),
apparently to take John Mark’s duties. He was confirmed by prophecy (cf. | Tim. 1:18; 4:14).

He was circumcised by Paul in order to work with both Jews and Greeks (cf. Ads 16:3).

He was a dedicated companion of Paul and became his Apostolic delegate. He is mentioned by
name more than any other of Paul’s helpers (17 times in 10 letters, cf. Rom. 16:21; | Cor. 4:17,
16:10; Phil.1:1; 2:19,22; Col. 1:5; 1 Tim. 1:2; Il Tim. 1:2; Titus 1:4).

Paul affectionately calls him “my truechild in the faith” (cf. | Tim. 1:2); “my beloved son” (cf. I
Tim. 1:2); “my true child in acommon faith” (cf. Titus 1:4). Alsonoticel Cor. 4:17.

Hewas apparentlyin Rome when Paul wasrel eased from prison and accompanied him on hisfourth
missionary journey (cf. Col. 1:1; Philemon 1).

Heiscalled an “apostle”’ in| Thess. 2:6 in the sense of an ongoing spiritual gift for the churches (cf.
Eph. 4:11).

Two of the three Pestoral Letters are addressedto him.

Heislast mentioned in Heb. 13:23 (but chronologicaly in 11 Tim. 1:2).

¥ “mytruechild” “My” isnotinthe Greek text. “Child” isteknon, which means alegitimate child. Paul
saw himself as Timothy’s spiritual father (cf. Titus 1:4; 11 Tim. 1:2; 2:1).

¥ “Grace, mercy and peace” Notice the commondity and differences in Paul’s opening gredtings:

=

TR WN

“Graceto you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” (cf. Rom. 1:7; | Cor. 1:3;
Il Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:3; Eph. 1:2; Phil. 1:2; | Thess. 1:2; Philemon 1:3)

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father” (cf. Cal. 1:2)

“Grace to you and peace” (cf. | Thess. 1:1)

“Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesusour Lord” (cf. I Tim. 1:2; 11 Tim. 1:2)
“Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior” (cf. Titus 1:4)

Notl cethat there is variety, but some elements are standard.

1.
2.
3.

“Grace” beginsall greetings. ItisaChristianized form of greeting focusingon the character of God.
“Peace’ isthe result of humans trusting in the trustworthy God.

“Mercy” is another way of describing God’s character and is unique in Paul’ s writings, used only
inland Il Timothy. Thisterm was usad in the Septuagint to translate the Hebrew term hesed (i.e.
covenant loydty). God isgraciousand trustworthy.

The Father and Son are mentioned in each greeting (in | Thess. they are mentioned in the previous
phrase). They are always grammatically linked. Thiswas oneway the NT writers asserted the full
deity of Jesus of Nazareth. Thisisalso true of the use of the OT titlesfor YHWH applied to Jesus
(i.e. Lord and Savior).

¥ “Father” The Bible uses human categories (anthropomorphisms) to describe deity as an aid to time-
bound, sinful mankind. The most common biblical metaphors relate to the family: (1) God as Father, as
parent (mother and father), as near kin (go’ €); (2) Jesus as Son, as brother, as husband; (3) believers as
children, as adopted children, as bride.
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NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 1:3-7

*As| urged you upon my departurefor Macedonia, remain on at Ephesussothat you may instruct
certain men not to teach strange doctrines, “nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies,
which giverisetomerespeculation rather thanfurtheringtheadministration of God whichisby faith.
°But the goal of our instruction islove from a pure heart and agood conscience and a sincer e faith.
®For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to fruitless discussion, ‘wanting to be
teachersof the Law, even though they do not under stand either what they are saying or the matters
about which they makeconfident assertions

1:3“Ephesus’

1. Itwasthelargest city of the Roman province of AsiaMinor. It wasnot the capital, though the Roman
governor lived there. It was acommercial center because of its excellent natural harbor.

2. It wasafree city, which allowed it tohave its own local government and many politicd freedoms,
including no garison of Roman solders.

3. Itwasthe only city which was allowed to hold biannual Asian Olympic games.

4. Itwasthesiteof the Templeto Artemis(Dianain Latin), whichwas one of the seven wonders of the
world of its day. It was 425" by 220" with 127 columns which were 60" tall, of which 86 were
overlaidwith gold (see Pliny’sHist. Nat. 36:95ff). Theimage of Artemiswasthought to have been
ameteor which resembled a many-breasted female figure. This meant that there were many aultic
prodtitutes present inthecity (cf. Acts 19). Itwasavery immora, multicultura city.

5. Paul spent morethan threeyearsinthiscity (cf. Acts 18:1ff; 20:13). Hestayed therelonger than any

other place.

Tradition asserts that it became the Apostle John’s home after Mary’ s death in Palestine.

Paul and Timothy must have traveled here together after Paul was released from Roman
imprisonment in Rome. It is thefirst geographical information about Paul’s fourth missionary
journey. Notice he was moving on to Macedonia.

8. Eusebius (a third century church historian) relates the tradition that Timothy was later stoned in

Ephesus because of arguments with the followers of Diana

No

¥ “sothat” Thisis a hina (purpose clause), which means “in order that” (1:10,18,20; 2:2; 3:15; 4:15;
5:7,16,20,21; 6:1,19).

¥ “may instruct” Thisis a military term “to give strict orders’ (cf. vv. 5,18; 6:13). Paul is affirming
Timothy as his Apostolic delegate.

J “certain men not to teach strange doctrines’ Normally Pau, like all first century writers, would
includeaprayer of thanksgiving, an expectedintroductory item of Greek |etters. However, in both Gal atians
and | Timothy the situation (i.e. opposing false teachers) demanded a deviation from the normal pattern.
There is much modern academic speculation about these false teachers. They seem to combine aspects of
Jewish and Greek thought (like the fal se teachers of Colossians). In this context they are characterized by

1. strange doctrines

2. attention to myths

3. attention to endless genealogies

4. mere speculation
Some commentators relate these to Gnosticism’ s aeons or angelic spheres (pleroma) between a high good
god and lessor gods/angels, the least of which molded/formed evil matter. The Jewish element is obvious
in:

1. “teachersof the Law” (1:7-10)
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“Jewish myths” (Titus 1:14; 1 Tim. 4:4)
“disputes about the Law” (Titus 3:9)

“those of the circumcision” (Titus 1:10)
possibly the origins of the Messiah in Titus 3:9a

abhowN

¥

NASB “to teach no other doctrine”
NRSV  “toteach different doctrine”
NRSV  “teaching false doctrine”
TEV “teaching false doctrine”
NJB “to spread wrong teaching”

This is a PRESENT INFINITIVE of a compound term heteros (another of a different kind) plus
didakalin (the thing taught). The adjective heterosis also used to describe inappropriate teaching in Acts
17:21; 11 Cor. 11:4; and Gal. 1:6-7.

In The New International Biblical Commentary, p. xiv, one of my favorite commentators, Gordon Fee,
assertsthat this verseis crucid ininterpreting the purpose of | Timothy. In hisopinionitis not primarily
a“manual of church discipline,” but arefutation of false teachers/teaching (and | agree).

1:4" nor to pay attention to mythsand endlessgeneal ogies’ Becauseof thereferencesto Jewish Law (vv.
7-10 and Titus 3:9b), tocircumcision (Titus 1:10) and Jewish myths (Titus1:14 andinll Tim.4:4), it seems
obvious that these teachings were Jewish in nature. It ispossiblethat it refersto the speculative origins of
the Messiah (cf. Titus 3:9a).

Irenaeus and Tertullian thought Paul was prophetically speaking to later gnosticism’s aeons or angelic
levelsbetween the holy god and alesser god (or Elohim/angel) who formed matter. Gnosticismisasystem
of thought that isknown from writingsfrom the middl e of the second century. From thesewritingswe know
of their extensive listsof angeliclevels between a high good god and the lesser spiritual beings. However,
these gnostic lists are never characterized in contemporary Christian, Jewish, or Gnostic literature by the
terms “myths” or “genealogies.”

The subject of gnosticism has been greatly advanced by the archaeological discoveries of gnostic texts
such as Nag Hammadi. These writings are now available in English, The Nag Hammadi Library by James
M. Robinson and Richard Smith.

¥

NASB “giveriseto me e speculation”
NKJV  “which cause disputes’
NRSV  “that promote eculations”
TEV “which only produce arguments’
NJB “only foster doubts’
It is possible to get so involved in the study of Christianity academically that we forget why we are
studying God’ sword (cf. Titus 3:8; Matt. 28:19-20). Thisisexactly thereason that Pietism developed out
of the Reformation tradition. Mind and heart must both beyielded and energized by God’ s Spirit.

¥

NASB “rather than furthering the administration of God”
NKJV  “rather than godly eification”

NRSV  “rather than thedivinetraining’

TEV “they do not serveGod’s plan”

NJB “instead of furthering God’s plan”
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Thisisthetermfor “ household manager” used for believers' stewardship of the gospel message. Itrefers
to God’ sgraciousplanfor mankind ssalvation through faith in Christ (cf. Gen. 3:15; 11 Cor. 5:21; Eph. 2:8-
10; 2:11-3:13).

¥ “which isby faith” Thereisarea difference between “myths,” “genealogies,” “speculations,” and
faith. Faith isbased on the historical truth of the gospel, not theories. Faith comes from the promises of
God (cf. Gal. 3:14,16,17,18,21,22,29), not the philosophical preponderanceof humans(cf. | Cor. 1:18-31).
Oneis based on revelation, the other on human speculation. One honors God and the other magnifies the
human thinker.

This is not meant to depreciate godly scholarship but to differentiate divine revelation from human
reason, speculation and dscovery. Believersare called to love God with their “minds’ (cf. Matt. 22:36-37,
Mark 12:28-30; Luke 10:27) and to pass these truths on to their children (cf. Deut. 6:7,20-25).

1:5“lovefrom apure heart” The goal of Paul’s charge to believers had athree-fold componert.
1. lovefrom apure heart
2. lovefrom agood conscience
3. lovefrom asincerefaith.

In Hebrew “heart” was used for the seat of the intelledt, emotions, and will (cf. Deut. 6:5-6).

¥ “agood conscience” Thereisnot an OT counterpart to the Greek term “ conscience” unless the Hebrew
term “breast” implies a knowledge of self and its motives. Origirelly the Gresk term referred to
consciousnessrelated to the five senses. 1t came to be used of the inner senses (cf. Rom. 2:15). Paul uses
thisterm twicein histrialsin Acts (cf. 23:1 and 24:16). It refers to his sense that he had not knowingly
violated any expected duties toward God (cf. | Cor. 4:4).

Conscience is a developing understanding of believers motives and actions based on (1) a biblical
world-view; (2) an indwelling Spirit; (3) a knowledge of the word of God. It is made possible by the
personal reception of the gospd.

Paul usesthisterm twiceinchapter 1, oncein relation to his own devel oped sense of thewill of God (cf.
1:5) and once in relaion to the willful rejection of the fal se teachers(cf. Titus 1:15), including Hymenaeus
and Alexander (cf. 1:19). These false teachers have had their consciences seared (cf. 4:2).

¥ “asincerefaith” Paul usesthis adjedive three times to describe (1) fath (cf. | Tim. 1:5; Il Tim. 1:5);
and (2) love (cf. 1l Cor. 6:6 and also | Pet. 1:22). It has the connotation of genuine, real, or sincere which
isopposite of “counterfeit” which describes the fal se teachers (cf. vv. 19-20).

1:6-7 These verses further characterize the fal se teachers in very Jewish categories
1. they strayed from the goal of ethical teachings (cf. v. 5)
2. they turned asideto

a. “fruitlessdiscussion” (NASB)

b. “idletak” (NKJV)

c. “meaninglesstalk” (NRSV)

d. “empty speculation” (NJB)

they wanted to be teachers of the Law

they do not understand the Law

they make confident assertions about things they do not understand

verses 9c-10 seem to reflect the Ten Commandments

Thetragedy of falseteachersiseither (1) their spiritual blindness, which is often expressed in sincerity, or

(2) their willful rejection of light, not just ignorance.

o0 AW
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NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 1:8-11

8But weknow that the Law isgood, if one usesit lawfully, °realizing thefact that law isnot made|
for arighteous person, but for those who arelawless and rebellious, for theungodly and sinners, for
theunholy and profane, for thosewhokill their father sor mothers, for murder er s*®and immor al men
and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and whatever elseis contrary to sound
teaching, 'according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which | havebeen entrusted.

1:8-11 Thisis one long sentence in Greek. It clearly reveals one continuing purpose of the Mosaic Law,
especialy asit relatesto moral living.

1:8 “But we know” Paul has several “views’ of the Law

1
2.
3.
4.

5.

itisgood and from God (cf. Rom. 7:12,16)

it is not the way to righteousness and acceptance by God (it can even be a curse, cf. Gal. 3)

it isstill God' s will for believers because it is God' s self-revelation (Paul often quotes the OT to
convict and/or encourage believers)

Believersareinformed by the OT (cf. Rom. 4:23-24; 15:4; | Cor. 10:6,11), but not saved by the OT
(cf. Acts 15; Rom. 4; Gal. 3; Hebrews)

it functionsin the new covenant to

a. show sinfulness (cf. Gal. 3:15-29)

b. guide redeemed mankind in society

c. inform Christian ethical decisions

It isthistheologicd spectrum from cursing and passing away to blessing and permanency tha causes the
problem in trying to understand Paul’ sview of the Mosaic Law. In A Man in Christ, James Stewart shows
Paul’ s paradoxical thinking and writing:

“Y ou would normally expect aman who was setting himself to construct asystem of thought and
doctrinetofix asrigidly as possible the meanings of the terms he employed. Y ou would exped him
to am at precison in the phraseology of hisleading ideas. Y ou would demand that a word, once
used by your writer in aparticul ar sense, should bear that sensethroughout. But tolook for thisfrom
Paul isto bedisappointed. Much of hisphraseology isfluid, notrigid.. . ‘Thelawisholy hewrites,
‘| delight in the law of God after theinward man’ (cf. Rom. 7:12,22) but itis clearly another aspect
of nomos that makes him say el sewhere, * Christ had redeemed us from the curseof the law (cf. Gal.
3:13)" (p. 26).

¥ “if” ThisisaTHIRD CLASS CONDITIONAL SENTENCE which means potertial, but contingent,
action. The Mosaic Law must be used in an appropriate manner and not as a legalistic agenda (cf. Rom.
2:27-29; 7:6; 11 Cor. 3:6).

1:9"but for thosewho are lawlessand rebellious’ Paul includes severa lists of sinsin his writings (cf.
Rom. 1:29-31; 13:13; | Cor. 5:11; 6:9-10; Eph. 5:5; Col. 3:5; | Tim. 6:4-5; Il Tim. 3:2-4; Titus 3:3). They
aresimilar to the lists of vices of the Greek moralists (Stoics). Thislist describes those for whom the Law
till hasrelevance (i.e. sinners). The Law as God' s agent to convid of sinisfully discussed in Gal. 3.

¥ “lawless” Thismeant “no recognized authority.” These false teachers had rejected the moral aspects of

the Mosaic Law. They had become a“law” unto themselves (no conscience).

¥ “rebellious’ This meant “not under authority.” They wanted to be authorities unto themselves.
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¥ “ungodly” This meant “knowledgeably irreligious.” They were not ignorant, but self-blinded.
¥ “unholy” This means the opposite of God.

¥ “profane’ This meant “to trample the holy.” They claimed to be spiritual, but by their very acts they
demonstrated thar worldliness.

¥ “thosewhokill their fathersand mothers’ If thislist reflects the Decalog, then this may reflect lack
of the respect/honor which is due parents (cf. Exod. 20:12; Deut. 5:16).

¥ “murder” Inthe Decalog this refers to non-legal, premeditated murder (cf. Exod. 20:13; Deut. 5:17).

1:10 “immoral men” This meant “sexually immoral” and may refer to Exod. 20:14 and Deut. 5:18.
Sexuality without bounds has always characterized fal se teachers.

¥

NASB, NJB “homosexuals’
NKJV,NRSV  “sodomites’
TEV “sexual perverts’

There is much modern cultural pressure to accept homosexuality as an appropriae alternate lifestyle.
The Bible condemns it as a destructive lifestyle, out of the will of God for His credion.

1. it violatesthe command of Gen. 1 to befruitful and multiply

2. it characterizes pagan worship and culture (cf. Lev. 18:22; 20:13; Rom. 1:26-27; and Jude 7)

3. it reveals a self-centered independence from God (cf. | Cor. 6:9-10)

However, before | leave this topic let me assert God’'s love and forgiveness to all rebellious human
beings. Christians have no right to act hatefully andarrogantly towards this particular sin, espedally when
it isobvious that all of ussin. Prayer, concern, testimony, and compassion do far more in this area than
vehement condemnation. God’s Word and His Spirit will do the condemning if we let them. All sexual
sins, not just this one, are an abomination to God and lead to judgment. Sexuality is a gift from God for
mankind’ s well-being, joy, and a stable society. Bu this powerful, God-given urgeis often turned into
rebellious, self-centered, pleasur e-seeking, “ more-for-me-at-any-cost” living (cf. Rom. 8:1-8; Gal. 6:7-8).

¥ “kidnappers’ Thismay befurther evidence that the entire list parallels the Ten Commandments. This
isarabbinical interpretation of “thou shalt not steal” (cf. Exod. 20:15; Deut. 5:19). The rabbis assert that
it refersto kidnaping of slaves(cf. Exod. 21:16; Deut. 24:7); however, theimmediate context seemsrel ated
to perverse sexuality (i.e. the sexual use of a slave girl, cf. Amos 2:7, or the use of young boys for
homosexual perversity).

¥ “and liars and perjures’ This may relate to the Commandment “you shall not bear false witness
against your neighbor” (cf. Exod. 20:16; Deut. 5:20).

¥ “and whatever elseiscontrary to sound teaching” If we continueto comparethisto the Decalog then
thismust refer to “ coveting” (cf. Exod. 20:17; Deut. 5:21). However, Paul seemsto end hislist of sinsin
Rom. 13:9 and Gal. 5:21 in the same general sense (i.e. without specific reference to coveting).

¥ “sound teaching” We get the English word “hygiene” from this Greek word. Thistermisused inthe
NT 11 times; 9 areinthe Pastord Letters. It spesksof teachingsthat make believers spiritua ly hedthy.
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Thisconcept (though different phrasing) isarepeated themein the Pastoral Letters(cf. | Tim. 1:10; 4:6;
6:3; 11 Tim. 1:13; 4:3; Titus 1:9,13; 2:12,8). Inthiscontext it isparallel to “the gospel of glory” inv. 11.

Thedifficult contemporary application of thistext relatesto modern believersbeing ableto define”false
teachers.” How does one differentiate between items of personal preference and culture versus crucial
doctrinal issues? Theanswer must liein the Apostolicpreaching of the gospel, especially asit relatestothe
person and work of Christ and how humans receive the benefit of Christ’s work and live in light of the
gospel’ s mandate of Christlikeness.

1:11 “the glorious gospel” Thisis literally “the gospel of the glory of the blessed God.” Thisis parallel
to the* sound teaching” of v. 10. God hasrevea ed how to respondto Him and other humansin appropriate
(gospel) and inappropriate (Mosaic Law) ways. The new covenant in Christ isthe final arbitrator of what
is necessary and appropriate for believers.

Thetermglory (doxa) isvery difficult to define. Inthe OT the Hebrew termkabod means* to be heavy”
and thereby valuable and honorabl e. It had a special derived sense when used of YHWH (cf. Exod. 16:7)
in connection with the shekinah cloud which represented His presence. This cloud was a pillar of fire.
Therefore, kabod took on aradiant, brilliant connotation (cf. Exod. 24:17). IntheOT it becomesaway of
referring to God Himself (cf. Isa. 59:19). Thisiswhy John 1:14 becomes so Sgnificant. Jesus and/or His
gospel areidentified fully with the blessed God of the OT, YHWH.

¥ “blessed God” Thisword for “blessed” isused for God, only hereand in 6:15. It isthe same term used
inthe Beatitudes of Matt. 5 (i.e. “happy,” “content”). Theimplication of theidiomisthat Y HWH isworthy
of praise.

¥ “which | havebeen entruged” Thisisan AORIST PASSIVE INDICATIVE of pisteus, thegeneral term
for faith, trust, or believeinthe NT. Hereitisused in the sense of “to entrust something to another” (cf.
Luke 16:11; Rom. 3:2; | Cor. 9:17; Gal. 2:7; | Thess. 2:4; | Tim. 1:11; Titus 1:3; | Pet. 4:10).

Paul believed that God had made him a steward of the gospel for which he would give an account (cf.
| Cor. 9:17; Gal. 2:7; | Thess. 2:4; Titus 1:3).

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 1:12-17

21 thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He consider ed me faithful,
putting meinto service, **even though | was formerly a blasphemer and a per secutor and a violent
aggressor. Yet | wasshown mercy becausel acted ignorantly in unbelief; **and the grace of our Lord
wasmor ethan abundant, with thefaith and love which arefoundin Christ Jesus. It isatrustworthy
statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among
whom | am foremost of all. *°Yet for thisreason | found mercy, so that in me asthe foremost, Jesus
Christ might demonstrate Hisperfect patienceasan examplefor thosewhowould believein Him for
eternal life. ’Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever
and ever. Amen.

1:12 "1 thank Christ Jesusour Lord” Thisis one of the rare occadons when Paul directs his prayer to
Christ instead of the Father. He possibly does this here because it was Jesus whom he heard on the
Damascus road (cf. Acts 9:4-5; 22:7-8; 26:15). Paul believed and then Jesus

1. strengthened/enabled/empowered him (cf. Phil. 4:13; Il Tim. 4:17)

2. considered him faithful/trustworthy

3. put himto ministry (cf. Acts 9:15).
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Therest of thisparagraph isdevoted to Paul’ samazement that God could love, forgive, and useasinner like
him. If God could do thisfor Paul, He could doit for anyone, even the fal seteachers and those influenced
by them.

Thistype of doxology that seemsto break into thecontext ischaracteristic of Paul’ swriting. Expressing
his theology often caused him to burst into praise and thanksgiving. Paul often used the Greek term
eucharisted or eucharistiato express thanks, but the term hereischarin, which isformed from the stem of
theterm “grace” (charis). Thistermisrarer in Paul’ swriting (cf. | Tim. 1:12; 11 Tim. 1:3). However, both
are used apparently interchangeably in the Corinthian letters, therefore, they are probably synonymous for
Paul, with little or no distinctivenessimplied.

1:13 “blasphemer” This must refer to Saul’ s beliefs and statements about Jesus before his conversion.
¥ “apersecutor and aviolent aggressor” (cf. Acts 8:1-3; | Cor. 15:8-9; Gal. 1:13)

¥ “1I' wasshown mercy” Thisisan AORIST PASSIVE INDICATIVE. God/Christ had mercy on Saul the
violent persecutor. If he canreceive mercy, anyone can receive mercy. Thisrevealsclearly the character of
God and how far His love and mercy extends to sinners.

¥ “because | acted ignorantly in unbelief” Inthe OT, sins of ignorance could be forgiven by sacrifice
(cf.Lev.16). In RomansPaul clearly assertsthat God holds humansresponsiblefor thelight they have. An
example of thistruth isthat before the MosaicLaw, God did nat hold humans responsiblefor violating its
precepts (cf. Acts 17:30; Rom. 3:20,25; 4:15; 5:13,20; 7:5,7-8; | Cor. 15:56). Thissametruthisalso seen
inthosewho have never heard the gospel (cf. Rom. 1:18-2:29). They areresponsibleforthelight they have
(from creation, Rom. 1:18-23 and aninner moral witness, Rom. 2:14-15). Thisiscalled“natural revelation”

as opposed to “special revelation” (i.e. the gospel).

1:14*thegraceof our Lord” Thekey inPaul’ stheology about salvation was the character of God, not the
performance of mankind. Fallen humans only hopeisin the settled, merciful, gracious character of God,
expressed in Christ (cf. Eph. 1:3-14; 2:4,8-9).

¥ “morethan abundant” Thisisliterally “super abundantly.” It isacharacteristic compound with hyper
created by Paul (cf. Rom. 5:20, 8:37; 1l Cor. 7:4; Phil. 2:9,4:7; | Thess. 3:10, 5:13; Il Thess. 1:3). “Where
sin increased, grace abounded all the more” (Rom. 5:2).

¥ “with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus’ There are severa interpretive issues
involved in this verse.

1. Should “Lord” (v. 14) refer to YHWH (cf. v. 17) or Jesus? In context YHWH is best.

2. Should God' sgift of grace belinked to faith andlove, which area so giftsin Christ (cf. TEV, NJB)?
Surely Paul’s conversion (cf. Acts 9) was an act of grace. Paul was chosen and acted upon. His response
was not an act of unaffected freewill! Hisneedsweremet in God’ sgrace and Jesus' actions. Paul received
heaven’ s giftsand then lived them out to others.

Notice that God's provisons for salvation come only through Christ. He is God's answer to fallen
mankind’s needs in every area (cf. vv. 15-17).

1:15"Itisatrustworthy statement deserving full acceptance” Thisphraseisused 5timesin the Pastoral
Letters(cf. 3:1, 4:9; 11 Tim. 2:11; Titus 3:8). It isused much like Jesus “amen, amen” (translated “truly,
truly” or “verily, verily”) to introduce significant statements. It isone of several words and phrasesthat lift
up and describe goostolic truth
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1. “Word of God” (cf. | Tim. 4:5; Il Tim. 4:2; Titus 2:5)
2. “word of our Lord” (cf. 1 Tim. 6:3; [l Tim. 1:13)
3. “wordsof truth” (cf. Il Tim. 2:15)
4. “"wordsof faith” (cf. | Tim. 4:6)
5. “teaching” (cf. | Tim. 1:10; 11 Tim. 4:3; Titus 1.9, 2:1)
6. “deposit” (cf. | Tim. 6:20)
7. “truth” (cf. Il Tim. 1:14; 2:18, 25; 3:7,8; 4:4)
8. “the Gospel” (cf. | Tim. 1:11; Il Tim. 2:8, 10, 11)
9. “thefaith” (cf.| Tim. 6:21; [1 Tim. 4:7)
10. “Scriptures’ (cf. Il Tim. 2:15-16)

¥ “Christ Jesuscameintothewor|d” Thisimplies Jesus' pre-existence (cf. John 1:1,15, 8:57-58, 16:28,
17:5; 1 Cor. 8:9; Phil. 2:6-7; Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3; 10:5-8), which was amajor doctrinal issue rdated to His
deity (He was incarnated, not created). This may address the gnostic aspect of these false teachers.

¥ “tosavesinners’ Thisisthepurposeof Christ’scoming (cf. Mark 10:45; Luke19:10; | John 2:2). Also
it showsthebasi c tenet of the gospel concerning fallen humanity’sneed for grace (cf. Rom. 3:9-18,23; 6:23).

¥ “I amforemost” The greater the light, the greater the consdousness of sin (cf. v. 16; | Cor. 15:9; Eph.
3:8). Paul felt guilty over his persecution of the church (cf. Acts 7:58; 8:1; 9:1-2; 22:4,19-20; 26:10-11),
but felt empowered by God'’ s grace, love, and provision for sinners through Christ’ s finished work (cf. v.
16).

1:16

NASB “perfect patience”
NKJV  “all longsuffering”
NRSV  “theutmost patience”
TEV “full patience”

NJB “inexhaustible patience”

Thisisacompound Greek term (makros and thumos) for “restrained wrath.” Thisterm is often used of
God in the Greek OT, called the Septuagint (cf. Num. 14:18; Ps. 86:15; 103:8; Joel 2:13; Nah. 1:3). It also
characterizes God in the NT (cf. Rom. 2:4; 9:22; | Pd. 3:20; |1 Pd. 3:15). It ismeant to characterize His
children aso (cf. Il Cor. 6:6; Gal. 5:22; Eph. 4:2; Col. 1:11; 3:12; Il Tim. 3:10; 4.2).

¥ “asan example’ Paul’ stestimony of salvation from an arch rival to thetrusted Apostle to the Gentiles
reveals the depth and width and height of God’ s grace.

¥ “for thosewhowould believein Him” Jesus prays for those who would believe in Himin John 17:20-
26. Although the Gospel of John uses the preposition eis often to express the object of human faith, Paul
normally usesepi (cf. Rom. 4:5,24; 9:33; 10:11; | Tim. 1:16; also notice Acts 9:42; 11:17; 16:31) or just the
DATIVE(cf. Gal. 3:6; Ads 18:8; 27:25). Thereseemsto beno theological difference between(1) believing
into (eis); believing in(en); believing on (epi); or the use of the DATIVE CASE without a preposition (cf.
| John 5:10).

Paul, like John, sometimes uses hati (i.e. believethat), which emphasizes the content of faith (cf. Rom.
6:8; | Thess. 4:14). The gospel is (1) aperson to welcome; (2) truthsto believe; and (3) alifeto live.
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SPECIAL TOPIC: JOHN'SUSE OF “BELIEVE”
John primarily combines “believe” with a PREPOSITION
1. eismeans“into.” This unique construction emphasizes believers putting their trust/faith in Jesus
a. into Hisname (John 1:12; 2:23; 3:18; | John 5:13)

b. into Him (John 2:11; 3:15,18; 4:39; 6:40; 7:5,31,39,48; 8:30; 9:36; 10:42; 11:45,48; 17:37,42)
c. into Me (John 6:35; 7:38; 11:25,26; 12:44,46; 14:1,12; 16:9; 17:20)

d. into the Son (John 3:36; 9:35; | John 5:10)

e. into Jesus (John 12:11)

f. into Light (John 12:36)

g. into God (John 14:1)

2. enmeans“in” asin John 3:15 (Mark 1:15)
the DATIVE CASE with no PREPOSITION (I John 3:23; 5:10)
4. hoti, which means “believe that,” gives content asto what to believe. Some examples are
Jesus is the Holy One of God (6:69)
Jesusisthel Am (8:24)
Jesus in the Father and the Father in Him (10:38)
Jesusisthe Messiah (11:27; 20:31)
Jesusisthe Son of God (11:27; 20:31)
Jesus was sent by the Father (11:42; 17:8,21)
Jesus is one with the Father (14:10-11)
Jesus came from the Father (16:27,30)
i. Jesusidentified Himself in the covenant name of the Father, “I am” (8:24; 13:19)
Biblical faith isin both a person and amessage! It is evidenced by obedience, love, and perseverance.
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¥ “eternal life” Thisisamajor recurring theme in John’ stheology. Itisacurrent reality (cf. John 3:36;
5:24; 6:47,54) aswell asafuture hope given to those who know the Father and trust the Son (cf. John 17:2-
3).

Paul uses thisterm as away of referring to the life of (1) the new age; (2) the kingdom of God; or (3)
resurrection life (cf. Rom. 2:7; 5:21; 6:22,23; Gal. 6:8; | Tim. 1:16; 6:12,19; Titus 1:2; 3:7). Only God is
immortal; only God can give life. He gives eterna life to those who trust His Son by faith.

1:17“theKing” Thisdoxologyissimilar to 6:15-16. It reflects the language of the later synagogue (“the
King of the Universe”) and the Jews of the diaspora (the term “eternal” was used of God by Philo of
Alexandria).

It is quite possible that Paul is quoting a creed or hymn of the early church as he doesin 3:16; 6:15-16
and Il Tim. 2:11-13.

¥ “Eternal” Thisisthe same adjective used inthe phrase“eternal life” inv. 16. Itisliteraly “of the ages,”
which may be a metaphor of eternity or aref erence to the Jewish concept of two ages: (1) acurrent evil age
characterized by independence and rebellion (angel and human) and (2) a coming promised age of
righteousness brought by the Spirit and implemented by the Messiah.

The*aready and not yet” tension of eternal life characterizesthe current periodwhere these two Jewish
ages are overlapped because of the new revelation concerning the two comings of the Messiah, one as
Savior, and alater one as King, Lord and Judge.
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¥ “immortal” Thisisliterally “incorruptible.” It refersmetaphorically to the ever-living, only-living One
(YHWH from the Hebrew verb “to be”; cf. Exod. 3:14). Only God haslife in Himsdf (cf. Rom. 1:23; |
Tim. 1:17; 6:16). All other lifeis aderived gift and astewardship. It comes only through the grace of the
Father, the work of Christ (cf. Il Tim. 1:10), and the ministry of the Spirit.

¥ “invisible’ Thisis used in the sense of the spiritual realm (cf. Col. 1:15) or possibly YHWH as the
unseen God (no images, cf. Exod. 33:20; Deut. 4:15; | Tim. 6:16).

¥ “theonly God” Thisrefersto Jewish monotheism (cf. Deut. 6:4-6; Jude 25). This context reflects the
unique biblical world-view of the OT. The Bible presents mankind with afaith perspective beyond thefive
Senses.

1. thereisoneand only one God (cf. Gen. 1:1; Exod. 8:10; 9:14; Deut. 4:35-39; | Sam. 2:2; 1| Sam.
7:22; 22:32; 1 Kin. 8:23; Ps. 86:8,10; Isa. 43:11; 44:6,8; 45:6-7,14,18,21-22; 46:5,9; Jer. 2:11; 5:7;
10:6; 16:20)

Heisapersonal, creator, redeemer God (cf. Gen. 1-2; 3:15; Ps. 103-104)

it gives apromise of hope and restoration by means of Messiah (cf. Isa. 53)

faith in Him repairs the breach of rebellion (the gospel)

whosoever believesin Him may have eternal life (the gospel)

The Textus Receptus, following the Greek uncial manuscrlpts N¢ D K, L, and P, adds “wise.” This
addition is absent in the Greek manuscripts X", A, D', F, G, and H'. It may be a scribal addition to match
Rom. 16:27.

UAWN

¥ “behonor and glory” Thisisbasically the meaning of the OT termkabod (cf. v. 11). Itisused several
timesin Revelation along with other praises (cf. 4:9,11; 5:12,13; 7:12).

In the OT the most common Hebrew word for “glory” (kabod) was originaly a commercial term
referring to apair of scaleswhich meant “to be heavy.” That which washeavy was valuable or had intrinsic
worth. Often the concept of brightness was added to the word to express God' s majesty (cf. Exod. 15:16;
24:17; 1sa. 60:1-2). He aloneisworthy and honorable. Heistoo brilliant for fallen mankind to behold (cf.
Exod. 33:17-23; Isa. 6:5). God can only be truly known through Christ (cf. Jer. 1:14; Matt. 17:2; Heb. 1:3;
James 2:1).

The term “glory”’ is somewhat ambiguous: (1) it may be parallel to “the righteousness of God”; (2) it
may refer tothe“holiness” or “ perfection” of God; (3) it could refer to theimage of God in which mankind
was created (cf. Gen. 1:26-27; 5:1; 9:6), but which was| ater marred through rebellion (cf. Gen. 3:1-22). It
isfirst used of YHWH's presence with His people (cf. Exod. 16:7,10; Lev. 9:23; Num. 14:10).

¥ “forever and ever” Thisisliterally “ages of the ages,” a Semitic idiom for eternity (cf. Gal. 1:5; Phil.
4:20; 11 Tim. 4:18). Thissametermisusedinv. 16 for “eternal life” and inv. 17 for “King eterna.”

3 “Amen” See Special Topic at 6:16.

NASB (UPDATED) TEXT: 1:18-20

¥Thiscommand | entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accor dance with the prophecies previously
made concer ningyou, that by them you fight the good fight, **keeping faith and a good conscience,
which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. ?Among these are
Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom | have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to
blaspheme.
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1:18* command” Paul usesseverd military termsin thischapter: (1) “command” (vv. 3,5,18) and (2) “fight
thegood fight” (v. 18; cf. 11 Cor. 10:3-6; Eph. 6:10-17). Thisparagraph (i.e. vv. 18-20) returnsto thefalse
teachers' theological issue of vv. 3-7.

F

NASB, TEV “entrust”
NKJV “commit”
NRSV, NJB “giving”

ThisisaPRESENT MIDDLE INDICATIVE. Paul entrusted the work of the gospel to Timothy (just
as Jesus had entrusted it to him) to pass on to other faithful men (cf. Il Tim. 2:2).

This term is used of (1) Jesus entrusting Himself to God in Luke 23:46; (2) believers entrusting
themselvesto God in Acts 14:23; and (3) Paul entrusting believersto God in Acts 20:32.

¥ “inaccor dancewiththepropheciespreviously madeconcer ningyou” Timothy received both spiritual
giftednessand propheticconfirmation by the churchin Lystraat thetime of thelaying on of hands(cf. 4:14).
This phrase can mean (1) “made about you” (cf. NRSV) or (2) “led meto you” (cf. RSV).

¥ “fight the good fight” Often the Christian life isdepicted as an athletic event or warfare, as here. The
prophecies concerning Timothy enabled him to continually and courageously fight the good fight like Paul
(cf. PRESENT MIDDLE SUBJUNCTIVE, cf. Il Tim. 2:3-4; Il Cor. 10:3-6; Eph. 6:10-17).

1:19 “keeping faith and a good conscience” The good fight involves having (PERFECT ACTIVE
PARTICIPLE)

1. faith

2. good conscience
Both of these are mentioned in 1:5. They are mentioned again because the loss of them isthevery reason
some members of the church have shipwrecked their faith. Faith could referto either (1) Christian doctrine
or (2) Christian living. Both are crucial.

We learn from Il Tim. 2:17 that Hymenaeus was involved in doctrinal deviation (asserting the
resurrection had already taken place) and godlessness (cf. Il Tim. 2:16). The other named person,
Alexander, can not be the silversmith mentioned in Il Tim. 4:14 and Acts 19.

Their rejection of truth and godlinesswas not dueto deception, but will ful rejection (AORIST MIDDLE
[deponent] PARTICIPLE of apothes, cf. Acts 7:39; 13:46; Rom. 11:1).

¥ “which some have rgected and suffered shipwreck in regardsto their faith” See Special Topic:
Apostasy at 4:1.

1:20 “1 have handed over to Satan” Thisis avery difficult phrase. Biblical precedents are God using
Satan to tempt Job (Job 2:6), the Spirit thrusting Jesus into Satanic testing (Mark 1:12), and Paul turning a
believer over to Satan in order to purify him so that he may ultimately be restored (I cor. 5:5). Notice the
stated purpose in v. 20 is to teach them not to blaspheme. It may refer to excommunication from the
believing fellowship. God’ stemporal disciplineisalwaysredemptive. God uses Satanto test human beings
(cf. Gen. 3; Job 1-2; Zech. 3). In asense, Satan isatool of God. It is Satan’'s rebellion against God, his
desire for independence, that makes him evil, not his teampting duties.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Thisisa sudy guide commentary, which meansthat you are responsible for your own interpretation of
the Bible. Each of us must walk in the light we have. Y ou, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit are priority in
interpretation. Y ou must not relinquish this to a commentator.

These discussion questions are provided to help you think through the major issues of this section of
the book. They are meant to be thought-provoking, not definitive.

Why does Paul assert hisgpostleship in a personal letter to Timothy?
What was the nature of the heresy at Ephesus?

How are Christians related to the Law of Moses?

How did Paul view hisministry? (v.12)

Why does he repeat his testimony so often? (v. 16)

What were Timothy’s orders? (v. 18)

Did Hymenaeus and Alexander fall from grace? (v. 19)

What is a“good conscience?’ (v. 19)

What does it mean to hand someone over to Satan? (v. 19)

Cooo~NOAWE
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